Unit Alignment Appraisal

Considerations for taking a critical look at a unit plan.

The "C"in
CLEAR offers
several
opportunities
for appraising
a unit plan/
curriculum
map. Of
particular
importance is
Clarity - how
transparent
the language
of the plan is
and how your
intentions are
apparent to
others.

The "L" in
CLEAR is for
Lively and
Dynamic
instructional
methods,
including
contemporary
tools and
products and
attention to
the current
audience of
students. The
instruction
and the
assessments
represent a
variety of
modalities
and a clear
sense of
engagement
over the
course of the
unit/map.
Students are
encouraged
to engage
with local and
global
networks for
additional
perspective
and
collaborative
opportunities.

The "E" in
CLEAR is for
Evidence of

learning
across the
unit/map.
This could be
in already
established
assessments
(both
formative
and
summative),
assignments,
projects, etc.
Additionally,
this is an
opportunity
to look for
evidence of
sophistication
in learning
over time,
both in
process and
product and
with
increasingly
complex
texts.

Like
evidence,
Alignment
(IIAII)
represents
opportunities
for across the
map
cohesion.
Certainly, one
would look
for alignment
between
content,
skills, and
assessments
in both
verbiage and
in cognition.
This is also an
opportunity
to look for
alignment to
professional
standards
and the
mission of
the learning
organization.

When
comparing
previous
iterations of
units / maps /
syllabi, is the
current
iteration
more Robust
("R") than
ever? Does it
represent
greater Rigor
in
instructional
actions and
demonstrations
of learning?

These considerations are not linear and should be thought of as systemic opportunities, rather than isolated improvements.




